
The Phantom Lever
By Ruby Ayres

this ftTAnm Tiir, steiiy
tnv,i srellaxees. matrimonial catch.

idlierts the mind of a gtrl he fintla
1 truing en the struct from the thoughts
il suicide with winch she had

Uhe Ami hit) friend, Athten, who says
, , irai)lii7 feiuti find Ms .iteeclheurf.
Si his mother's request anil asks
Iewm I" de'lv" " 'el'" '" "te plrj
riiii discovers the alrl. Usther Nhen.

rttene, te be the one he had met crylnp
t'en thr sliect Instead of itcliverina

the letter Ashton pave him he wiites
(jnflin". " himnn writ:, HHIl fliyrM
,shteti'i name fe It 77ic letter coin-foi- ls

hither One Jay when the
'" A"" '"' ''ic ItuM June

Ifaten, (ii!eicr bonnier in tht haunt .

( tJifrr .Mi'' rrpiMsri (Ae iih fftrif
thtu should he friends Nftr learns

f lidt .fH"e "ml Micky are old friends
and (ftnt Ufefrv i wealthy. June (.
tftrj .inrwt te tea, ana tells film about
Ether's unhaniilness because of no
word from Ashton. Micky writes er

letter In Aihlen's .imiitr ami
K,irf? M man. Driver, te Paris te
mall It Drivrr reports that he had
Iffll Ashton out driulity with the same
lady en tue Oceanians.

hA1

l HIlltK IT rOVTINlTB
SHTOtf had noon found consolation,
Jllchv thought wivagely. lift wen

dered what Ksther would ray If nhe
could knew What was Driver thlnltlns
about It nil? Drlvr was ns safe ns the
BanK of Kngland ! but, all the mime, It

wai net altogether pleasant te feri thnt
lie hail had te Rlve hltndclf away te his
Wt

Ha looked up at the clock Past D '

Be lliere would net be nnethci pout In

tonight
Esther had net answered hi", note, nnd

two whole dais had elapsed. '
Jun Masen wan mixing perfume the

following morning when a little knock
dime at her doer

Mm looked up from her work uml
tlitened , after a second Bhn reiiumcd her
occupation, brlskli

"Cenift In," she. said
File, did net raise her eye when the

ioer opened, though nhe knew quite, well
who had entered the room, and for a
ifcend nsther Bhopsteno steed en the
threshold hesitatingly

"f'ome In Yeu'vo get soma news, I

en see by your face that you have."
Hsther laughed and flURhed,
"Oh, I have," she said tremulously.

"Such wonderful news."
"Humph !" said June dryly "Frem

the eung man, of ceurso? Well, Is he
en his way home, and have you get te
ret a wedding dres-- j In the next five
minutes or semething''"

Oh. no, It Isn't anything llke that,"
aid ther. Thc.re was a shade of "t

In her voice. "Hut he's In Parte
he says he's net staying there, butTie
hed te nay a business call."

June gave a rather unladylike sniff,
but Esther win toe engrossed te notice

'lip seeing te have been very lucky,"
she, went en "He hadn't get verv much
money when he went away, but he's get
tome appointment new, he does net s.iy
what nnd "- - she gave a little ex-
cited l.uigh 'he says that he'a going te
send me thrce pounds a week for ai
long ns he Is away Isn't It wen-de- rf

till geed of him? I suppose t ought
net te take It, but he sajs that If things
had tinned out un he hoped, we should
han been man led, and se you
don't think It's wrong of me te take It,
de eir" she naked anxiously.

June rose te tier feet. She looked cha-
grined , Mie had been se sure that this
rcan wat a retter, that It was a bit of
i k te hear this news.

'Veu take It, my dear, and don't be
i Roese," she Bald promptly. "As he
iajt, If you were his wlfe you'd take It,
and at eu'r 'going te be married. It's
quite the right thing If he's well off
(Vint Iia elinnM Viitlit rit I T linna rmi

I wen t let veur silly pride make you send
I' Itbmk jeu'd only hurt his feelings."

"And se I shall stay en here," Es-
ther ti d after a moment. "And If you
think veu would still llke me te share
this m m "

.lum promptly pounced upon her.
en darling' It's toe geed te be true

Of teurR I should levo It! I'l go and
tell old Mether niders straight away: It
will put her In a geed temper for a
mentn

' I v get te go out," declared Esther.
"I li ' a atmelntment at balf-na- st two.
k'Jt 11! loe te cemo te tea with ou,"
the atM.'il

'Vcr well, then, 4 o'clock. But
re s the appointment with? Yeu

went new! te llnd a berth new. You're
lid of leisure."
'But 1 shall try all the same. I don't

mean It be lazy Just because he's se
nod tr n e I shall save all I can. I
wen' i agency yeiterdai "

'Thej'll rob you," Jane pretestod.
"They j wajs de I knew what agents
are" .n added darkly.

father laughed.
But If ulin hid Jinnl creat thlncs

from lipr mil Mint rvfternoen she was
d'sappeitited The thin, nrlstocrattc-leok- -

mit person wlie owned tlie -- Dureau," as
It a called, looked at her with coldly
wltleal ejea. and said that she had no
"rancics UKely te suit her.

"But you told me te call," Esther
Pretested

'Certainly; there might have been
Miethlng ' wa the answer she received,

"Call strain tomorrow. If you please "
Hsther went out dispiritedly. There

wre " many girls of her own class
wd age In the bare waiting room ; she
felt qui'e nre that they would all get
wtha befero she had a chance.

She fe t gind that he luid June
MiMn te go back te June was Rlways
Wmpathetlr She went straight

te the sitting-roo- with tlw
"lauve cash lers

June ei ned the doer before uhe had
"me te It lei U

l thought t was you I heard your
y? Vt i ' s the matter? Yeu sounded
dwplrt'ed iiu veu caine upstairs"

father laughed
I hi leve jeti n'U't have second sight

or whatever Hkv call It Hut veu're
Kjrt tlu t me , I am rather down en
By luck Tlicj haven't nnvthing at the
aienev te suit me. I " She mopped,
"Wt'riB past June Inte the oesy room te

ner R mnn iUul lust risen from a chair
ri the e f h (, man who looked
Mress n t r ie, 0VC!1 that were half-Uiahi-

half defiant, Micky Mellewes
( II M'THK VII

June introduced Micky and Esther
"li a sort of hurried

it ns net by her Invitation that
Micky nas here this afternoon, and the
I?c' 'iw liA he.1 asked him te help
te'hereti'-.arr.i'ie- her" Mcllrwis Mlsa Shepatone.
m" tr,tl l'ifd of each ether, se I

?w lae ou te entertain eno another
wnlls I get tta"

And she. belted out of the room
i r 'fd after lies with nngr

Jts i
" thought June might have

tr h 1rk a quick step forwardw call i,fr uark, but Micky stepped
v" i i' .1 hand en the doer aboveMr I, n,ng it fast

Jl! K'' 1K l0 fnenk te you, whetheiWu in,, i, , 110lt. ,lp pnIf
lushed ' tl1'" ftnk'flly; shs was cry

"L',n.n,r klll"f what ou mean You've
Mi.;??1 te nh in "ln "h tha' If

Masen ha, asked jeu here te meet
. "Juni) ,p,M innw. t ,vnH dinine she

tin mere Idea thaji the dead that
Wr m before I haven'tiwil Uei atiH I deiit suppose ell limeor win ilifc added bi 1ml "Hnweer

fi. "'" ',nv "I" veu tell me whati'O none ir, effflid ell? It's net fall- -

la. ,. me r.er n ffl'nd nil then ning

e.n .i' .'. uniieeO jeu the last ypu
i rhL " '"" n,B "ew 8"l R"e me

vS, c ,0 "tPlain"
Mi1ew. A) wn,llc,l te the flre and

heTi f,0110""1' '"" He knew thathenT,,?U B0.' ll fc" mementa, nnd
Vn,f XP ""JlP lhe ln08t "t them

n, t00u',f"1..,' .'. "' "' allow
li itntlv ', ".."l"'. " UMU "f- -

.. 'uiu .vijij. iiil mi iwri .. .".t. '
ftmieu veu ""l ,0,,er U

een nn
f liuve of- -

' i1"" '. "'ll' rCH,ll,r "r.y.f" nt nil f...i..j
kely- - i, ''i '" tl,e na,,nn of n" ll"'

y

erSf d"v"', ,p", ma "'" truth about
tvu '.""I1" out you were noer r

iircienueil mill!snnin ti .lie,

Hi

mmWuj

JrJht- te what you are. You've a per
rect right te, I suppose, If you with, but
I hate being deceived and treated likethat I suppesft you think anything Is
geed enough for me! Perhaps It Is,but" ,

Micky brought his fist down with abang en the back of the big armchair.
I give you my word of honor, MissHiepstene, that what I said waa only

because It seemed the. best wny te makeyou trust me. I had absolutely no etherrensen for pretending te te be any-
thing hut whnt I am t knew you'dhae gene off at a tangent If I'd saidI wns unfortunate enough te be rich,
I knew V

She bhrugged her shouldersou didn't even write te me fromjour leal nddreM you Just put a num-
ber. She broke Inte n angry little
n.!'Fh ' s,ul'? '0" thought I shouldn't
understand that a number can nlee bean expensive flat "

He went ever te her nnd tried tn takeher hand. "De forgive me ; I beg ofseu te forgive me I'm a clumsy Idiotbut you don't knew hew hurt I've feltabout being turned down In this way.""Un absurd te feel hurt I haven'tturned veu down , I wish you wouldn'tkeep saying that I have. Why I I
hardly Knew you," she added with a Ut-
ile angry laugh.

Micky turned away: he steed storingdown Inte thn flre; neither of them(tpolte again till June rotunied.a triy of cukea and hettoast ; Mie set It down with a thumpen the round table by the flraw wn re elr,S te he cozy Well.
eYltAY,WT.,,avY,ey,tw' 1,e'n Kettlng en7ve told i:sthcr se much Shout

ot.yeSr'n'am'e0" ' dtalh of l" TOUntl

qu'lckly0Ver Sa,', S0'" l:stllcr Protested
She had taken off her coat new He

was the coat hta moneyha.l bought her; It was net half geednieuBli. nnywny Hn thought of the furs"Bhes"v whleh Mnrle Ice-land were, nnd hn enged te be able te
?!.."!.? ' ,thN llttl0 tfrl wte Mt
Ihrje nngrv dennnca In her

He realized that this pride
Xi.ffi'JS ,e..b0 "'" "'m'Mt tarric" of
aii(
hJSVihi tc,,7'i 'i!'.n? demanded across

l.'l,,',, JIlcky said, "Oh cr-ies, thanks," hurriedly As long ns the
u, ,?, w)nntl" Either would have

iii?,i n.'l. r(J?m- - ha theUBht : she
l. ry Vnl.Ieftvc before; but InthlH he was mistaken, for llsthcr put

atrjunPc. V" a'm08t nt enco an'' loe,letl
"Will you think me veryr yT' asked "V Jet te UJ'ra.1' nnd tell her I' am staying

" 8 been lryln t0 ,ctrnyroem
June looked disappointed. "Oh. well

i2uUrinlly mu.Ht ee" sn "Come
wljpn yeu'vo s?cn htr?'

ye1u''!a Pther. She turnedte Micky, had risen. "I won't say
geed-b- then." she sold with en effortte speak lightly

He held open the doer for her, anda moment later she had gene. As seenna he came back te Ills chair Junerounded en him.
"What hae you said te annoy her?bhs looked qulte angry. I wantedyou te llke each ether Ueallv, Micky,you are the limit ' She won't cemo backagain, you eco If she does "
' Ne, said Micky. "I don't think she

will He, laughed a rather chagrined
laugh "I hfim't said nn thing n far
Hi i Knew, no naaeci. "it's what yeU'v
Bald, I fney. Yeu'vo fed her up with
accounts of what a wonderful person I
am "

"Se you are," tald June
He frowned
"I came te tell you nbeut Miss Shep-ston- e.

Yeu asked me te get her a
berth

Jur.e laughed
"My dear boy, you're toe late ' She

doesn't vnnt jour help new, or mlne
either, for that matter," she ndded run-full-

"She's a lady of means that
wonderful man of her's who's tucked up
In Paris h.ilng the time of his life Is
going te nllew her three pounds a
week,"

She piuscd and looked at him ex-
pectantly

"Well, why don't you leek surprised?"
she asked

Micky swallowed hard
"I am surprised '" he said "Toe Jelly

surprised for anything. It's geed news,
eh?"

Micky laughed te himself as he went
down the stairs, he wondered It he was
getting clever, or If June was net fe
quick te !ee u thing ns he had believed
tliat she h.rJ net noticed the constraint
between himself and Esther.

He picked up a tnxlcab at the corner
or the toad and was driven back te his
flat

There were several letters lying en
tlie table, be nicked tnem through disin-
terestedly , then he stepped the Inst
eno was from Ashton

Mickey steed for quite a minute star-
ing down nt the handwriting, which he
hnd been at such pains te copy Then
lie rlppej open the envelope

Ashton wrote from Paris.
"Dear Micky Just a line te Bend you

my address, as premised. Hepe things
are going well with you. I am staying
en here for the present, ns I have run
up against Mnlsle Clare you remember
her, Tubby Clare's llttle widow My
son, she's get pets of money, and at the
present moment things are looking
premising ' The mater would be pleased
If I could manage te pull It off By the
way, I dare say Driver told ou I met
him the ether day he was ery mys-
terious and hadn't n word te say'
Surely he wasn't Je riding evor here by
himself? Remember me te every one.
Yours. n. P. ASHTON

And net one word about Esther) Net
a single mention of the girl who wns
thinking of him night and day, and
only living te see him again.

Micky crushed the letter and tossed
It Inte the fire That settled It, he told
himself; hn no longer had the slightest
rompunctien In cutting Ashton out; the
fellow was net worth a moment s con-

sideration.
CHAl'Tnit VIII

Esther climbed the stairs of the
agency again the following morning
There was n llttle feeling of despond-
ency In her heart She hnd slept badly,
and she Iwd mil been nbln te leig't
what June hnd said about Ashton

Esther was Influenced by June's
ns she cheso te call them, she

knew It was foolish, but the fact re-

mained nil the same
When she opened the waiting room

doer she felt half Inclined te turn and
;re awa again She would only meet
with the Mime answer "Nothing that
will suit 'iti Indav Miss Shepatnne "

Uut fei wonder the room was al-

most rraph, and the tall and stately one
was standing nt the oemmunlcatlng
doer

When she raw Esther she came for-

ward
"I was hoping 0U would call MIfs

Shepstene Will you cauie Inte m
room'" ;!t..

Esther's heart lenped.JLjphc nbejed

A liid wns sitting at the table leek-In- g

rather bored nnd lirltated
She w.ts gray-haire- d and handsome

and msi benutlfull dressed She
turned slightly when Esther entered,
and stared nt her through her lorgnette,
then khe looked nb the stiff nnd stately

en?,H ,,s er---- the young lady" she

""Yes madam this is Miss Shep-ston-

The stately one Introduced Es-

ther with n wave of her hand "This
ladv Mies ShppHtene, Is looking for a
companion Seme eha who can work
well- - and read aloud" She looked nt
EMher sharply "Can you read aloud""

E "her' sUmmtred out that she d

she could, but -- "

"That Is i miner detail the Isdy
witli the lorgnette Interrupted "Miss
Shenstone I am net wanting a com-pu- n

en In the ordinary senae of the
word Thnt Is te say. 1 de net want her
te be constantly with me Yeu will hae

our own bedroom and sitting room --

and I t.bll ly want ?." ",' "rtaln
hours of the day Yeu will write letters
for me and inal'e yourself general! use-fi-

" She paused, she searched the girl's
eager fam through her glasses

"Hew old are you?" Hhe asked
"Twent-feur.- " said Esther
"Humph' And what hue ou done

up till new?"
Esthpr Hushed

was In the workroom at Eldred's
The iminnBr hnd premised te give me

"
n reference, but
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